Beginning in 2000, cause of death statistics has provided regional figures along with nation-wide data. However, in this article, only nation-wide data are presented and discussed. This article presents the recent trends and statistical indicators related to death by analyzing the cause-of-death statistics in 2014. In particular, we analyzed the number of deaths, the crude death rate, the ranking of causes of death, and trends in the death rate from the major causes of death.
Methods
Cause-of-death statistics were collected based on the Statistics Act and Act on the Registration, etc. of Family Relationships (http://elaw.klri.re.kr). Statistics Korea collected data from death certificates issued for deaths in 2014 filed in local administration offices. When death occurs, family should submit the death report form with death medical certificate issued by physicians to local offices. The present data reflect an analysis of death certificates issued up to April 30, 2015 for deaths from January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014 [1] . In order to compare the data internationally, the causes of death were classified according to the International
Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health
Problems, 10th revision, as recommended by the WHO, as well as the KCD-6 (Korean Standard Classification of Diseases and Causes of Death), which has been modified to fit circumstances in Korea [2, 3] . In order to determine the ranking of causes of death, Statistics Korea used the selection list of 56 causes of death from the 80 causes of death list for tabulation mortality statistics recommended by WHO to better fit the Korean situation. A variety of cancers (malignant neoplasms) were integrated into the single item of cancer [1] .
Descriptive analysis was performed.
Results

Number of deaths and crude death rate
The total number of deaths was 267,692, which was an increase of 1,435 (0.5%) from 2013. The number of deaths has continually increased over the last 20 years ( Figure 1 , Table 1 ). The number of deaths among men was 147,321, which was an increase of 722 (0.5%) from 2013. The number of deaths among women was 120,371, which was an increase of 713 (0.6%) from 2013. More precise information on the death rate is available in Supplementary Tables 1 and 2. The crude death rate (number of deaths per 100,000 population) was 527.3, which was an increase of 0.7 (0.1%) compared to the crude death rate observed in 2013 ( Table 1) .
The crude death rate among men was 580.6, which was an increase of 0.8 (0.1%) from 2013. The crude death rate among women was 474.1, which was an increase of 0.7 (0.1%) from 2013. The crude death rate among men was 1.22 times higher than among women, and this discrepancy did not change from 2013 ( showed the greatest decrease in the 1-to 9-year-old group (-24.0%) and in individuals in their twenties (-6.7%). The female death rate exhibited the greatest decrease among individuals in their twenties (-9.1%) and the 1-to 9-year-old group (-6.4%).
The death rate was higher in men, and in particular, the death rate among men in their fifties was 2.85 times higher than that of women in their fifties. The death rate of women increased with age up to women in their fifties, but then decreased slowly afterwards. 
Ranking of causes of death
The mortality rates of the three top causes of death per 100,000 people were 150.9 for cancer, 52.4 for heart disease, and 48.2 for cerebrovascular disease (Table 4 ). These 2 ). In both sexes, cancer was the top-ranking cause of death. The mortality rate of men due to cancer was 1.67 times higher than that of women.
The top-ranked causes of death were cancer in the 1to 9-year-old group and the forties or older, transport accidents in the 10-to 19-year-old group, and suicide in individuals in their thirties ( Table 5 ). More detailed information is presented in Supplementary Tables 3 and 4 .
Trends in the top two causes of death
1) Cancer mortality rate
The mortality rate due to cancer was found to have Individuals in their thirties showed a high mortality rate due to stomach cancer, while individuals in their forties and fifties showed high mortality rates due to liver cancer, and lung cancer took an especially high toll among was higher than that of men (6.0). The mortality rate of men due to ischemic heart disease (29.5) was higher than that of women (26.4).
The mortality rate due to circulatory system diseases decreased in all age groups except in individuals in their thirties (Table 9 ). Mortality due to circulatory system diseases showed a tendency to increase with increasing age.
In particular, age-specific mortality rates soared after age Myocardial infarction and angina were include in ischemic heart disease; b) Heart failure and endocarditis, etc were included in other heart disease.
estimated prevalence of diabetes and prediabetes of 12.4% and 38.3%, respectively, based on both hemoglobin A1c levels and fasting plasma glucose levels [4] .
The cancers associated with the highest mortality rates were lung, liver, stomach, colon, and pancreatic cancer, in descending order. Mortality due to lung cancer has increased continuously from 2000 to the present. The mortality rate due to liver cancer has been consistent over recent years.
However, the number of deaths due to liver cancer is expected to decrease soon in response to control of hepatitis B virus infections with antiviral drugs and improved sanitation. Stomach cancer is the only one of the five leading cancers to exhibit a continuously decreasing mortality rate since 2000. This is due to early detection and treatment,
although stomach cancer remains the second most prevalent cancer, after thyroid cancer [5] . Mortality rates due to colon and pancreatic cancer have increased continuously from 2000. Colon cancer will increase further due to the increased preference for meat consumption exhibited by the Korean population.
The mortality rate of circulatory system diseases included heart disease (52.4), cerebrovascular disease (48.2), and hypertensive disorders (10.0). The mortality rate due to circulatory system diseases in women was higher than in men. Although the mortality rate of women (26.4) due to ischemic heart disease was lower than that of men (29.5), the mortality rates due to hypertensive diseases (14.0) and other heart diseases (26.0) were higher than those observed in men (6.0 and 22.8). It is estimated that heart disease will remain the leading cause of death in this category into the medium-to long-term future.
Conclusion
We summarized the annual report on the cause-of-death statistics of the Korean population. We also identified changes in the ranking of leading causes of death in the 
